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Investigators believe botched burglary likely led to
Nancy Guthrie’s disappearance, source says

Former FBI agent Lance Leising discusses recent developments in the disappearance of Nancy Guthrie, who has been missing for two

weeks.

By Ben Bradley, The Associated Press and Akim Powell
Published: Feb. 15, 2026 at 2:46 PM CST
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TUCSON, Ariz. (KPHO/Gray News) - Investigators believe the disappearance of Nancy Guthrie was the result of a
botched burglary, according to an inside source.

Former law enforcement experts who reviewed the doorbell camera footage told AZFamily the incident did not appear to
be a planned kidnapping.

On Sunday, an inside source told the station that investigators believe this was a burglary gone wrong. That source also
says the “widespread investigative belief is Nancy could be alive.”
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Investigators are now waiting for DNA evidence results from a Range Rover SUV that was towed from a Tucson-area
Culver’s restaurant late Friday.

Investigators believe the disappearance of Nancy Guthrie was the result of a botched robbery, according to an inside source.

The most recent update in the investigation came on Sunday when the FBI announced that a glove containing DNA near
her home appears to match those worn by the suspect.

The agency says the gloves were found about two miles away from her home in a field near the side of the road, KPHO
reported.
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The gloves arrived at a private lab in Florida Friday after they were sent off on Thursday.

The FBI reported that they received preliminary results of a DNA profile on Saturday, and they’re now awaiting “quality
control” and official confirmation before putting the profile into the national database.

The process reported takes 24 hours.
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The Pima County Sheriff's Department shared photos of an "armed individual" in relation to the Nancy Guthrie kidnapping case. (Pima
County Sheriff's Department)
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Nearly 16 gloves were found in various spots near the house, most of which were searchers’ gloves that had been
discarded, the FBI said.

The discovery was revealed days after investigators had released surveillance videos of the masked person outside
Nancy’s front door.

The Pima County Sheriff’'s Department also shared the photos.

“The video was recovered from residual data located in backend systems,” Patel wrote, saying the images show “an
armed individual appearing to have tampered with the camera at Nancy Guthrie’s front door the morning of her
disappearance.”

ADVERTISEMENT

The video shows the suspect walking slowly to Guthrie’s front porch. The person’s head is hung low as if they are trying
to hide their face.
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This combo from images provided by the FBI shows surveillance footage at the home of Nancy Guthrie the night she went missing in
Tucson, Ariz. (FBI via AP) (AP)

This was the first major break in the investigation that has raised more questions than answers, including whether the 84-
year-old who disappeared from her home.

Authorities say her blood was found on the front porch. Purported ransom notes were sent to news outlets, but two
deadlines for paying have passed.

On Thursday, the FBI called the person a suspect. It described him as a man about 5 feet, 9 inches tall with a medium
build. The agency said he was carrying a 25-liter “Ozark Trail Hiker Pack” backpack.



The FBI released a new description of the suspect. (FBI)

Authorities have expressed concern about Nancy Guthrie’s health because she needs vital daily medicine.

Earlier in the investigation, authorities had said they had collected DNA from Nancy property, which doesn’t belong to
Guthrie or those in close contact with her.

Copyright 2026 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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Most Read

(® Centra eyes senior living, events hub, or housing for Virginia Baptist Hospital site
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(® HOMETOWN HEALTH: “My whole body hurt”: Botetourt man gets
unusual tick disease

(® Parents charged with murder, torture in death of 7-year-old son who
weighed 255 pounds

(® Man arrested for overnight Martinsville stabbing

(® Buc-ee’s is expanding to new locations. Here’s where the next stores
will be built

(® Neighborhood gunshots lead to arrest of Mexican man living in Danville
illegally

(® Name released of Buena Vista motorcyclist killed in Bedford County
crash with deer
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Latest News

® Two people found dead with gunshot wounds after car found crashed
into home

- Roanoke's Curtis Blair Recaps Stint as NBA Finals Ref
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SINBA | ROANOKE'S CURTIS BLAIR REFLECTS ON FINALS DEBUT W@

i / % New York Yankees 1 | B Boston Red Sox

® Virginia’s expanded seat belt requirement turns one as push grows for
_ \ stronger penalties

Expanded Seat Belt Requirement Turns One as Push Grows for Stronger
Penalties

Source: Christy King

VIRGINIA SEATBELT LAW MARKS 1 YEAR "=
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- (® Federal disaster declaration secured for Virginia farmers impacted by
:' frost and freeze

Saturday Afternoon First Alert Forecast
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(® Man arrested, accused of wounding Grayson County deputy with knife

i ® Person wanted in connection to three Lynchburg armed robberies




