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Authorities believe two ransom notes addressed to Nancy Guthrie's family days
after her disappearance — including a note that said she had died — were likely
sent by the person or group of people who abducted her, according to investigators
familiar with the case. Investigators believe the same person or people sent both
notes and that both were likely sent from the same computer IP address.

The first note demanded millions in bitcoin for Nancy Guthrie's release. In the
second note, sent a few days later, the apparent abductors revealed that Nancy
Guthrie had died. The note indicated that they did not mean for her to die,
according to sources who reviewed the notes. 
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Savannah Guthrie speaks out after new details revealed in Nancy's case
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Her daughter, "Today" show co-host  Savannah Guthrie, said in an interview with
NBC in March that the family believes the two notes are authentic. 

"There are a lot of different notes, I think, that came, and I think most of them — it's
my understanding — are not real, and I didn't see them," she said. "But I believe the
two notes that we received, that we responded to, I tend to believe those are real."

The first note, sent on Feb. 2, one day after Nancy Guthrie, 84, was reported
missing from her home in Tucson, Arizona, was sent to three media outlets — two
local news stations and TMZ — via their online tip lines. That note gave highly
specific details about Guthrie's home, including that an Apple Watch with a white
band was on the floor of her bedroom and that her back porch light was broken,
according to investigators. The note was addressed to Savannah Guthrie, according
to multiple sources familiar with the note.

The second note was sent on Feb. 6 and was similar in language and style but did
not make any demands, according to sources who reviewed both notes.

Savannah Guthrie and her siblings publicly addressed their mother's kidnappers in
an Instagram video posted after the second note was sent.
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"We received your message and we understand," Savannah Guthrie said in the
video. "We beg you now to return our mother to us so that we can celebrate with
her. This is the only way we will have peace. … This is very valuable to us, and we
will pay."

In emotional remarks on the "Today" show Tuesday, she declined to comment on
reports about the ransom notes and once again urged anyone with information to
share what they know. 

"This is unprecedented, to say the least, to be sitting here. But I don't have any
comment on this story and I'm not involved in our coverage," she said.

"I want to take the opportunity to ask people — to really beg people — to come
forward. Somebody knows something," she continued. "We are in agony and we
cannot be at peace. … We need your help. We are begging for your help."



The FBI tip line is 1-800-CALL-FBI (1-800-225-5324). The Guthrie family is
offering a reward of $1 million, on top of the FBI's reward of up to $100,000.

A task force made up of FBI and Pima County detectives continues to investigate
her kidnapping and search for Nancy Guthrie and her abductors.

More from CBS News

Go deeper with The Free Press

Colusa County authorities investigate Sills Road double homicide

Georgia deputy kills armed man while responding to Oconee County home

Worker at Cold Spring plant dies after being pinned under equipment

Michigan worker dies after being pinned under trailer at construction site

How the FBI Is Searching for Nancy Guthrie



In: Nancy Guthrie Missing Person Savannah Guthrie Kidnapping Crime

© 2026 CBS Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved.

I Survived My Father’s Kidnapping. This Is My Message to the Guthrie Family.
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